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6 AUGUST 2009

 NORTHERN SYDNEY IS “RECOVERY ENGINE” FOR NSW ECONOMY

The President of the Northern Sydney Regional Organisation of Councils (NSROC), Mayor Pat Reilly of Willoughby Council, has identified the Northern Sydney Region as a key recovery engine for the NSW economy alongside the Sydney CBD, Parramatta and Greater Western Sydney. 
“Northern Sydney punches above its weight as a provider of economic activity and jobs in Sydney and we see this region as critical in leading NSW’s economic recovery”, said Mayor Reilly addressing the Annual Conference of NSROC Councils on Thursday.

The NSROC Conference, attended by Councillors and staff of the seven councils: Hornsby, Hunter’s Hill, Ku- ring- gai, Lane Cove, North Sydney, Ryde and Willoughby, examined challenges and opportunities arising from the current economic climate and looked at regional solutions.

Councils identified transport infrastructure as a leading regional issue which must be given priority planning and budgeting by the State Government to make sure that the Northern Sydney region maintains its business momentum and drives economic recovery.
Improved transport to areas such as Ryde, Chatswood and North Sydney does not simply benefit local residents - 50 per cent of people who work in the NSROC region live in other areas of Sydney. 

“From our analysis, the jobs and businesses within the Northern Sydney Region provide economic opportunities to many people living on the Central Coast, Northern Beaches, North West and Western Sydney. If the transport system does not function then this will impede business growth and slow economic recovery” said Mayor Reilly.  
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