
Minutes of Meeting No 129 held 11th February 2010. 
 

CHAIR  
 
 

 

MINUTES OF MEETING (NO 129) OF THE NORTHERN SYDNEY REGIONAL ORGANISATION OF 

COUNCILS HELD AT  

LANE COVE COUNCIL  

LONGUEVILLE ROAD, LANE COVE 

11TH FEBRUARY 2010 
The meeting commenced at 6.15 pm 

Councillor Win Gaffney, Mayor, Lane Cove Council, extended a welcome to  

NSROC Delegates  

QUORUM  
 The Chairman referred to Article 13.i) of the Constitution that provides: 

A quorum at a meeting of the Organisation shall consist of a number being half of the 

number of Councils plus one. 

 Member Councils of NSROC include: 

Hornsby Hunter’s Hill  Ku-ring-gai  

Lane Cove North Sydney  Ryde  Willoughby   

 Councils represented on the evening included: 

Hornsby Hunter’s Hill  Ku-ring-gai    
Lane Cove North Sydney  Ryde  Willoughby 

Accordingly, a quorum was present.  

 

ATTENDANCE  

Clr N Berman   Hornsby Council (Chair) 

Clr R Browne   Hornsby Council 

Mr R Ball   General Manager, Hornsby Council 

Mr B Smith   General Manager, Hunter’s Hill Council 

Clr I Cross   Ku-ring-gai Council 

Clr W Gaffney   Lane Cove Council 
Clr I Longbottom  Lane Cove Council 

Mr P Brown   General Manager, Lane Cove Council 

Clr G McCaffery  North Sydney Council 

Clr Z Baker   North Sydney Council 

Ms P Holloway   General Manager, North Sydney Council 

Clr M Butterworth  Ryde Council  

Clr S Yedelian   Ryde Council  

Clr V Tagg   Ryde Council 

Mr J Neish   General Manager, Ryde Council 
Clr T Fogarty   Willoughby Council 

Clr B Thompson  Willoughby Council 

Mr N Tobin   General Manager, Willoughby Council 

Mr S Head   Willoughby Council 

Ms C James   NSROC Executive Director 

 Ms L Ridley   NSROC Executive Assistant  
GUESTS  

Ms Gladys Berejiklian, MP Member for Willoughby and Shadow Minister for  

    Transport (arrived 6.50 pm and departed 7.40 pm) 
Mr. Peter Coulton  Director of Corporate Services, LGSA 

 

1. APOLOGIES  

Clr S Hoopmann  Hunter’s Hill Council 

Clr P Palmer   Lane Cove Council 

Clr S Holland   Ku-ring-gai Council 

Clr D McDonald  Ku-ring-gai Council 

Mr J McKee   General Manager, Ku-ring-gai Council 

Clr P Reilly   Willoughby Council  

801/10 RESOLVED: Moved: Clr  R Browne  Seconded: Clr G McCaffery CARRIED 
That the Apologies be received.  
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The meeting agreed that the order of proceedings be varied and the items were considered as 

follows; Items 3, 4, 6, 2, 7, 8, 5 and 9 

 

2. GUEST SPEAKER – Ms Gladys Berejiklian MP, Member for Willoughby and Shadow Minister 

 for Transport 

Ms Gladys Berejiklian MP addressed NSROC, topics covered included: 

o Need for an Integrated Transport Strategy 
o Propose a single Integrated Authority to provide Planning and Policy and 

oversee transport providers. 

o Need for an Integrated Ticketing system. 

o Would invest in existing services and would undertake the North-West and South-

West Rail Links as a priority. 

o Increase funding for Community Transport - $12million over four years – 

accreditation areas a high priority. 

o Ferries – Private sector participation as service provider. 
o Enhance ‘Night Ride’ Bus Services – in particular the North-West area. 

o Working with Bicycle NSW and the Pedestrian Council. 

o Published Policies – ‘Towards One Network’, ‘Community Transport’ and ‘Fixing 

the Ferries’. 

General discussion ensued: 

o Reduced staffing at stations 

o Epping > Parramatta Rail Link 

o Commuter Parking 

o Incentives for Park and Ride 
o Widening of M2 – proposed removal of Bus Ramps at Epping 

o Public Transport for Warringah Peninsula – impacts on North Sydney and 

Chatswood. 

o F3 Link. 

 

Members thanked the Hon Gladys Berejiklian for her very informative talk and she departed the 

meeting.  Documents tabled and circulated to members; ‘Towards One Network’, ‘Fixing the 

Ferries’ and ‘Community Transport’. 
 

3. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

802/10  RESOLVED: Moved: Clr  R Browne  Seconded: G McCaffery CARRIED 

The Minutes of Meeting No. 128 12th November 2009 copy of which was 

circulated to all parties and member Councils, were confirmed as an 

accurate record of the proceedings of the meetings.  

 
4. MODERNISATION OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

Clr Genia McCaffery, President LGA (Mayor, North Sydney Council) and Mr Peter Coulton, 

Director of Corporate Services, LGSA led discussions on; 

o Financial viability 
o Powers being stripped 

o Cost shifting 

o Capacity to delivery services 

o Community expectations 

o Need for Councils to undertake own review – instead of a forced review. 

� Need to identify the look and function of our Council in the next 

fifteen years and the range of resources required for it to be a viable 

entity. 

� Identify a model that will embrace modernisation 
o Timeframe for Discussion paper to be released by LGSA.  

 

803/10  RESOLVED: Moved: Clr R Browne  Seconded:  Clr  I Longbottom CARRIED 
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1. That the Report be received and noted. 

2. That NSROC ask member Councils to undertake a robust dialogue on the 
issue of ‘Modernisation of Local Government’, and provide comments to 

NSROC by the 15th April, to enable NSROC to formulate a submission to the 

LGSA, after consideration by the NSROC Board at their 13th May meeting. 

 
5. PROPOSED REGIONAL SPORTSGROUND INFRASTRUCTURE MANAGEMENT STRATEGY 

General discussion ensued; 

o High revenue sports – equity issues. 

o Involvement of sporting bodies. 

804/10  RESOLVED: Moved: Clr R Browne  Seconded:  Clr  I Longbottom CARRIED 
1. That the Report be received and noted.  

2. That the Board endorses the Regional sportsground Infrastructure 

Management Strategy project, and 

3. That NSROC writes to the Department of Sport and Recreation seeking 

changes to the timing of the closing dates for Grant Funding 

applications. 
 

6. NSROC TREASURER’S REPORT 

805/10 RESOLVED: Moved: Clr I Cross   Seconded: Clr T Fogarty CARRIED 

The Treasurer’s Report as at the 31st December 2009 be received and noted. 

 
7.  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORTS 

 

7.1 General Report and Key Activities 

Carolynne James provided a brief update of meetings attended today; 

o Strategic Alliance Network Meeting 

o NSW ROCs Meeting 

806/10  RESOLVED: Moved: Clr G McCaffery  Seconded:  Clr  Z Baker CARRIED 

That the Report be received and noted. 
  

7.2 Proposed NSROC Directions for 2010   

807/10  RESOLVED: Moved: Clr R Browne  Seconded:  Clr  W Gaffney CARRIED 

1. That the report be received and noted. 

2. That NSROC collate Integrated Planning issues for region. 
 

7.3 Economic ID Launch Events 

808/10  RESOLVED: Moved: Clr R Browne  Seconded:  Clr  S Yedelian CARRIED 

That the report be received and noted. 
 

7.4 Submission to Parliamentary Inquiry on Sustainable Water Management 

809/10  RESOLVED: Moved: Clr R Browne  Seconded:  Clr  I Cross  CARRIED 

That the Board approves a NSROC submission to the NSW Parliamentary Inquiry 

on Sustainable Water Management based on the content of the NSROC 2009 

Regional State of the Environment Report. 
 

7.5 Submission to NSW Public Lighting Code Review (pending) 

Draft submission not available for tabling.  NSROC has sought an extension for submitting 

comments. 
810/10  RESOLVED: Moved: Clr G McCaffery  Seconded:  Clr  I Longbottom CARRIED 

That NSROC delegates to GMAC, assessment of the SSROC NSW Public 

Lighting Code submission and approval to lodge submission on NSROC’s 

behalf. 
  

8. REVISION OF 2010 MEETING SCHEDULE  
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811/10  RESOLVED: Moved: Clr R Browne  Seconded:  Clr  S Yedelian CARRIED 

That the Board agrees to the changed NSROC Conference meeting date of 
29th July 2010. 

 

 

9.  GENERAL BUSINESS 

9.1 Social Housing and Extension of Stimulus package planning powers. 

Concerns discussed: 

o Lack of consultation with Councils in relation to public housing developments. 

o Planning powers initiated under the stimulus package being extended to 

commercial and residential developments. 

 
Action: 

Clr Genia McCaffery, as President of the LGA, to seek a meeting with the 
Premier of NSW, to voice Local Government’s outrage at any proposal to 

extend the planning powers as initiated under the stimulus package. 

 
 

10. HOST COUNCIL 

812/10  Delegates expressed appreciation to Lane Cove Council for their generous hospitality in 

hosting the 129th Ordinary Meeting of NSROC. 

 

 
 

The meeting concluded 8.30 pm 

 

The next meeting No. 130 

Will be held on 

THURSDAY 13TH MAY 2010  

AT KU-RING-GAI COUNCIL  

COMMENCING AT 6.00 PM 
 

 

 


